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ENGINE TALK with AndEw No*on

Batteries not included
Tohatsu's MFS 308 is the first lour-stroke outboard t0 have sell-contained EFl.
reports Andrew Norton.

ohatsu Mdjne coqroration (TMCJ has rel@*d
e EFI fou-stroke 30 lhat can be nanudly slarted
withoul D dtmal batiery

The relede is paJi oi is rdge ofjoint-vent@ outb@ds
with Mdorry Mdine, dd colnpli6 wilh Calilomia An
Resoucs Bdd 2008 erlaust enision resdatioc.

Olher fFI fod-stote oulbodrd5 sch ds Suzuhb DF
rtuge cd be bdually slaned only iI the battery h6
suficient chdge to !owe! the el{tric tuel pup lor at

Alhouqh the TolEtsu MFS 30B and ils re-badqed
M&iner and Merc!ry 30 En outboards have the sme
poeerhead dd lower mit, tle MercDry Mdine v4ioa
djlier in co*l od traDom brackel d6ig!. ID eleti. start
veuio6 the nanual overhead reoil stand is omined
necesiiating a rope mud the flywheel should the
battery be [al, The 30B hs a sevo pq dt larger pirion
displacement thd its three.@bmttor 30A pred€ceisor
which inseass engine torque in line wilh ltdda!
cDrr€nt 8F30. This engine stil hc tb@ cdbureitors,
-hich over time wil go out ol hDe ed requne careful
rebalalcing uing vaam gaug6.

Similarly, lhe Slzuki DF30 dd Yamala F30A have thre
cdburettoF, so then appeal to tBhwater gle.s who
tish widely in varying altitudB is somewbat limited.

In Decabq, I lested d eteddc sta4 power bD/tilt
308 on a fou-metre Stacd 400 Bass Elite fitted with a
sporls side onsole. The hilm seat was just ahead of the
alt csting platrom dd, ombin€d with the 25ft tuel ia.k
and livebail taDt aft litted w h ihe 308, the hul w6 well
out oI tim. Evo with ore or u! sitting wel loeard, wide
open throttle (WOT) wa needed to plaDe us at all tim6.

PushDg a total oI 550k9, i.cludiDg two adults, ud

ryiming a 1o-inch pilch Tohalsu dloy prcp, the dl)m 308
tlolled us at 3.8kb^ on 850rrm usinq 0.5lit, while at
100ftpn we averaged 4.5loD/b. At 200orpm we trave ed
ar 7.6km./h, dd al 3000rpm we taveled at 10.2kblL

A dean pltue .ould b€ held dom to 4000rpm, where
we averaged 19.8tn/h, but we reaify needed 5000rpm to
alow the 30B to be u wilh sone leg triD,out to r€dee
hull rLag. At lhese rss we averaged 3z4tn^ dd,
due to the EFI nanagement s)stm eBing a drop-ofi
in engine load, the luel consmphoD w6 oDly 4.7lrh

e{celent lor a fou stoke 30.
With lhe leg tdmed wel out the WOT alerage was

43 8kn-/h on 6250rym using 9.1lvh, compahble !o what a
lou{toke 25 wo'ld nomally oBme- Tbrough ftm l@k
irsure of eighis dt WOI lhe revs dopped only 200 dnd

lhe.e wd !o prcp votilatiol
'Ihe deno engiDe slarted

iNtnnty hot or cold and, like
a EFI @ eDgine, didn t blow
oil floke at uy time ud
@iDlai&d ib Es in or our
of gee- Pows Giem w6
good ed Do c@lirg watd
staryalior (Ered pdiding
ttre eti-venrn.rinn plate was
kept iDmersed. The power
trim ad dt sydem worlced
Epidy ro tep the short Bass
Elite bmmed coFectly and
vibration leeels across tbe
elre Ev rdge sere on par
with SuDkil silky-sroootb
DF30. Bu( at or near wOT
noise leeels were lower due
ro the absenc€ ot carbuettor

Ttle MFS 30B has the s@e
rev liniter (6500) dd low oil
pressure .educliotr of res to
2800 as the 30A. ,Ai:is to the
ergbe oil diFlict, prnndy
tuel filts, injetoE add wats-
@l€d tuel rail spa* plug6
(dch has its oM ignition oil)
ed lhe @isler oil flter is very
good. lrkgide MdiDe, the
natioml Tohatsu dishibuioa
|l$'mods wicirg the 30B
every 50 hoN or sir montbs

after the initial 10 hou/one
moDth seNice, dd the water
pDp iDpeuer dhould be
replaced every 100 bours o.
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